tu Duunsweiicr, wiiere   vveyiciiJLu. s pcu.ci.iu> gctvc LJJLCUJL a warm welcome; from there over the Bastberg, where the petrified shells engrossed Goethe's attention, to Liitzelstein, and then through the valley of the Saar down to Saar-brucken.    Here Goethe came into a rich industrial territory, which, thanks to his relations with the Saarbriicken president, von Gunderode,  he was  enabled to examine thoroughly.   The operation of coal mines, glass-works, ironworks,  alum-works,  and other industrial establishments charmed his great eyes, peering about on every side, and inspired him for the first time with the love of technical and economic enterprises, which he evinced in so many ways in his later official career in Weimar.    After the friends had taken leave  of Engelbach in  Saarbriicken, where he had received a councillorship, they returned via Zweibrucken to Alsatia, entering the country at the rocky fortress of Bitsch.    On their further journey through the Barenthal, where thousands of trees were rotting in the primeval forests, Goethe found more iron-works and coal mines, while in the baths of Niederbronn he plunged into the spirit of antiquity, and the ruined fragments of reliefs, capitals, and columns, which looked out strangely upon him from the midst of peasant cottages, furnished him not long after with a finely toned background for his Wandrer. Goethe asserts that he proceeded via Reichshof en and Ha-genau and made a visit at the parsonage in Sesenheim, but we know that he did not enter this remarkable house till some months later.
Returning from the beautiful journey refreshed in body and spirit, he gave himself over more and more to a more cheerful, varied social life. To be sure, he soon gave up association with the pious people to whom he had brought an introduction from Fraulein von Klettenberg, for they,
